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Fai LETTER, E” 
Of the Nationall Synod oftheReformed 


Churches of Faanc x. Repreſcated ta 
the Kings Majeſty. 


TOGETHER, 
With the yn, nt made to bis Majeſtic. 
| y 


[ 
concerning divers Aggrievances, at CA My | 
yntoNn the 16, of $ ,1631.by the © 
 #wo Depaties of the ſaid Synod, Mr. 


with 
The Alfrver a rhe Letter of his Majeſty 
returned to the Synod. 


LONDON, 
PrinodforN raidvrrm md eas! TED 
I931 
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NIL + 2206 TRE 50s n 
COPIE OF THE CON- 
tents of g Letter written from Pars, 
the 3. ;4f 0 Fober, 1631, Concerning 
the Syned of the Reformed Chur- 
ches. 


SI, © leave orher things, T-paſſe to acquaint: you | 
1 RY with our National] Sywede.-, and - wharharh _ | 
Sw happened in thar Aﬀſembl y, worthy of Ob- 
ſervation. 
In the beginning and entrance ofthe Nati» . 
nall Syzede convocated-at' Peary, rhe 1. of September , the 
ommiſſary MF. Gebaxd, inthe Kings behaife declared, 
hat his Maj. prohibited three of the Deputies of that Af- © 
mbly to take any place inthe ſame Syned,to wit : M. Be- 
ge one of the Paſtors or Minifters depuryed for the Pro- . 
ince of Norwendy,M. Berauls Paſtorand Profeffor at Mon- ' 
avbav, and M. Bowterove_s,, Paſtor and Miniſter of the 
hurch of Grezeble, Monl. Bexterove being happily arri- 
rod at the beginning, and before the reſt a; Pars, for ſome 
cciſary affaires, had received the fayd prohibition.' M. © 
Baſtage before ever he departed onr ofNorwiandy,was com- 
nanded nor to-remove thence in 6, Weekes, _ 
As for M: Berauit , being newly arrived at Pars, at the 
.;,q [{irſbentranceoſthe Sywod,and having but raken bis place im > 
eSynod;xhe Commiſſery cauſed himto depart, ina __ 
9 F 
Zen; A The ©: 
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(2) . "FA 
The cauſe or ſubje& of rhe interdition of the ſayd Mr, 
Beranlt, was openly declared by the Commiſſarv : As 
namely, that during the laſt troubles,he had compoſed or 
written ſome Boske, wherein he laboured to prove that 
the Miniſters themaſely es might goe to Warres, fight and 
:d bloud. Which the Kings Councell fiading to be ve. 
ry bad, hid condemacd ttie ſame Booke, and therefor 


_ would avethe Sy#od to give Indgment , and paſle theyr 


Verdit concerning the ſame, which they have done, and 
condemned the ſame Propoſition,zs a Doatrine not agree- 
able to our Belicfe. | : 
As for the caufe of the Interdi&ion of the other twe, 
as I belecve, the Commiſſary ſpoke nothing at all:becauſs 
they were not. there preſent , and hadnor need to make 
them depart, for they had received their prohibition be- 
fore hxnd from the King himſclfe. Onely 1 have heard 
ſomething concerniag M, Beaterove, that the cauſe of his 
Interdiction was, becauſe he had written a book, in which 


he had ( ſpeaking generally concerning the Church 'of 
Rowe) ſhowed that the fame Church doth hold divers | 


Maximes dangerous and pernicious to the ſupertour pow- 
ers, which Iam p:rſwaded would not have beeneſo hay- 
noufly taken, if he had onely applyed his aſhrmation to 
ſome of the Romiſh Church, as namely the-Teſuives, and 
not ſer it down- generally. Bur it was his generall afirma- 
tion, which brought him that prejudice. 

As for M. Baſnage, I know not of any. particular cauſe 
that hath beene alledged againſt him, neyther have I heard 
of any,only we may ſuſpe& that he is oppoſed becauſe he 
was in the laſt Aﬀembly at Rochel, others belceve, that the 
Commiſſary hath ſomething againſt him, who indeed is 


all in all ia the carriage of theſe affaires. For fince he was in. 
that Allembly, he hath beene depured ro. the:arhet Sywed 


Natio. 
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Nationall at Charentos, which was held6. or- 7. yeares a 


goe, neyther was there then any thing obje&ed againſt 
hin, or any difficulty made. : 

I did forget to tell you,concerning the ſayd M.Berault, 
how that the CE did declare more , as namely, 
that the King did forbid him the Profeſſorſhip in Theols. 
83. Asalſo he faid that his Mai, did forbid M.Salbert(who 
was formeriy Minifter at Rochel)ro execute any miniſteri- 
all fun&tion in his Kingdome. The reaſon is,becauſe he had 
ſoliciced forraigne Princes to make warreagainſt him. Ne- 
verthelefſo his Mai. permits him graciouſly to live in his 
Kingdome, as a particelar man. 

Heſayes turtier, that his Mar. prohibites hereafterany 
ſtrange Miniſters to be received here,comprehending un- 
der the name of ftrangers, thoſe whoare of Countries al- 
lyedto his Mai. and thoſe Townes that »re under his pro» 
tecgion. Permitting nevertheleſſe, thoſe that arealread 
incharge, to continue without controlment. Declared al- 
fo,that it was his Mai. will and pleaſure, that our Provin- 
ciall'Syzod ſhould hence forward bc held at 2.certaine mo- 
neths ofthe yeare,8& in 2.places of yery Province, which 
he doth allow us to chuſe. The nomination of the Depu- 
ties gencrall which was made here within our politique 
Ademblics, and fince by our Nationall Sywods, as the 
ſame was: practiſcd in the laſt S7pnod of Eaſtres, hath 
this time beene onely done by rhe Commiſſary bim- 
felfe; ſo that the Synod was nor permitted to delibe. 
rae; in- that. - And. the fayd Commiſfary dechred, 
that it was the' Kings pleaſure, that the Marqueſte., 
Des Clermont ſhould continue the charge which |! 
hee; harh exerciſed , ever ſince the Synod of Cz-, | 
flreg,and has the. fonne of the ſaid-Commitiry ſhonlt be |; 
agdioyucd ro the ſayd _— for a ſecond —_— 

iS.3 © 
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as Deputies are given tothe Churches, wichout their 
utation. - | 
The $yed hath ſent to the King to ſalute his Maieſty, 
. a1d offer him all ſubmiſſion and obedience, andro put up 
their ſapplication, and to make divers IS to him, 
To this end they. have deputed M. 4mirauir, Paſtor of the 
Church of Samer, and Dc Pillars, a Gentleman of Das. 
Phive. Who among the reſt, had charge to require of his 
My.that thoſe wo were in the beginning and entrance of 
the Synod excluded, might againe be admitted. Thar his 
Mij. would be pleaſed to permit Monl. Salber; the free ex- 
erciſe of his Miniſtery, and to Monſ. Bereult , forgetting 
allrharis p:ſt, And thar alſo he woul1 give them leave 
toreceive thoſe Miniſters and Paſtors ſeared within the 
County Townes, whichare under his proteRion, as Gee 
#evs and Sedans. And chat he woul command thae free. 
dome and liberty of exci ciſe might be reſtored almoſt eg 
85. or 100. Churches, where the ſam: is debarred in dj. 
vers Provinces. And that there may be a ccafing of all 
thoſe harth and violent proccedings agai-ſt many Mini- 
ſters, who have bcen ill uſcd,1nd very hardly deale w ithal, 
onely for preaching of ch-yſe points of Dotrine, which. 
' are permitted and all»wed to bee preached by his EdiQs., 
And thatthe Miniſter of one place may not be forbidden 
or hindercd to preach In another place, as in many pla. 
ces they are debarred from this liberty. When they hayg 
occaſion to paſſe through this or that Towne, or Vile 
lage, b:ing rhereunto required. Nor to debarre tha 
— of one Church, ro preach in all Churches by 
Oxder. 

For in ſome kind Miniſters are prohibited to-preach in 
divers places,aad thoſe whoſe charge extends to many, 
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__ OF Tels, 
nreronfin'dand limited onely ro one place, Alſsthet his 
Majefty would be pleafed to cauſe many Proteſtants who 
are moſt miſerably kept and made Gally-ſlaves, ever fince 
the laſt troubles, to be delivered. For notwithſtanding 
that his Majeſty ſo graciouſly hath granted an abolition of 
all chat is paſt by his Lerters Patents, and granted a gene- 


| rall peace roall his Subjets, theſe nevertheleſle are, not 

| reſtored to liberty. This is all that I can remember con- 

| cerningrhe complaints madeto his Mijeſty. ; 

! The Anſwergiventhem was chis. That they ſhould 
be anſwered and reſolved when rheir Synod ſhould bee 


broken up , but aot before. 


Onely Mounſicur 82ſ- 
wage and Berault, were 


permitted to enter inte 


| hc Aﬀſerably of rhe Synod,but not Mon, Bewterove, 


This is all I can impart to you, concerning the preſent 
affaires of the Syzod : At returne of the Depurics I ſhall be 
able berrer to informe you. | 


— ak 4 FY al. - PIR 


Copy of the Letter ofthe Nationall Synod of the Re- 
ormed Churches of FrasceL, preſented to the 


SOYERATCNE, 


| B Eing here aſſembled rogeth:y, through the gracious permiſſion of 
| your 59H atefty : Tt bath bene onr firſt nd chiefeſt care, (efter 
# he lifting vp of our hands to heaven, m thauketgiving, for that it 
bath pleaſed Almighty God to cauſe us to finds ſavony inthe fight of 

nr e Ha). ) to render our woſt bumble and hearty thankes to your 
«Maieffy, 41 to bis lively Image. Trufting that as the ſame God 
oNs uot only heare the humble Prayers of bis Children,but alſo dwh 
weceive their Complaints and doth remedy their g riefe and ſorroweg, 
iſo alſo your eMaicfty Will imitate bim in the (ave: and will togetber 


| 
1 
| 
1 
by 
| 


| wh Ns 


(6) 

with the bumble teflification of onr daty, receive the ſupplicetionzreff 
Jour poore Subjett i, affiitted tn divers manner of Wayes. W he vmng 
»e other but innocens meanes, have no atbey refuge but to your Mai, 
bourty, nor no other confidence but to your royal Clemency. Be your 
eA14a.chy therefore graciouſly pleaſed*to permit the Lerd Amyrant, 
axd De Villars; r9cajt done themſelves at your feet co ve: eW unto 
Four Mai, the fineere Proteſtations of onr moſt humble fidelity,ſubie= 
iow, and ſer vice, and toecquaint you with the infrefions and brea« | 
ches of your rojall Editts, made almoſt inallthe Provinces of your 
Kingdomes jn the meane while we doe rot onely in our oWne name 
but alſe mthe name of many thouſands of Soules, which make profeſ« 
ſion of our Religion, and for whoſe ſake we are bere aſſembled, wndey 
your Royall and Fathbrly goodneſſe, commu our bumble Swppiiee> 
tions to 1 Almighty God, for the profpertty of your Sacred yerſon,the 
maintainance and afprwation of your Scepter, the managing of your 
State, T ryumphb and Uiitiry of your armes, andthe Bentdiction of 
Jour rgyall Bed, As being always 


_—_— Ns 


SOVERALIGN B, 


The moſt humble, moſt obedient, and Faithfull 
Subjects and Servants of your Maj. The Depu- 
ties atthe Nationall Synod aſſembled at (he- 
renron, And inthe nameof all the reſt, 


Meftreſat,C Moderator, 
lamdet, Adoyn'd. 
Blondcll, ) becretarie. 
Arwer, 7 Secreiase. 


* - 
- 
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rhe hs THE CO MPI AI NT M AD E-TO THE 
our Mas. Freach King at Compeigne, the 16, of September, Vas 
nd Mr 


Be your 1631, by M®, Aurzant Miniſter, 2 | 
\myrant, Ds Viilans Gentleman-: Both ofthem. 
OW wnto |  Deputedof the Synod.of the Reformed | 
yo ſubic= | mT! Churckes, Ak. 
ind brea« | | + Oe LT 
f of your SovnraTrona, G 43 EO SI! 
ee”, Our moſt humble SabjcRts and ſervants rhe Deputie®*v 
Y pro aſſembled in theNationall Synod at.Charenronacknows 
uppices edging with thankfulnetfe, the freedome* and liberty . 
r/o. the TWRICh they d>einjoy by your Maicfties gr:cious-permil> . 
gof your Ion : Comenow in our perſons to bend'rheir knees atic 


humbly ro bow themſelves before your Majeſty , to doe 
you homage andreverence. With all rhe ſenfiblenefſe of 
your favour, and ſo much thankfulneſſe as the fpjrir 6f 
. Iman is capable of. O Soveraigne they cannor but xdmite 
c providerice of God, who hath bent and inclined your 


ict100 of 


= 1: [Roydllheartrowards them, 8 aiforowards thoſe w hich 
be. they have ſent From all patrs of your Kingdome, and yout- 
horeſt, [Majeſtics clemencic , who harh purſued and fol- 


lowed theſe kinde and favourable inclinations , 


ter ſo many and lamentable deſolarions, granting them the 
gracious fight of the favourable face of their Soveraigne, 
and bcing preſent to the eyes of all France, to treate upon 
matters concerning their Religion, and to care the moſt 
humble ſupplications which they make to your Maieſty, 
| This favonr,Deare Soveraigne,they are more ſenſible of, 
than they can ſufficiently meditare on', ot verbilly ex- 
. ©, Yea, the ſame gracious favour, hath reduce4ns.utt- 
The co thoſe duties, which both Nature and Conſcietice hat 

fo trialy rycd us, and wha devoir and, ob<dicnce is' fo 


- 
4 


'particulasTy recommended unto ns, by the ſame Religion 
which we profeſic and teach : namely, to worſhip your 
Maj. as being the lively Image of God amongft us. And 
to keep? your Commandement(after thoſe in Theology )in- 
violable, and withall obedience and:conſcience , to de- 
pcnd wholfy on your authority, and te have no ether bue 
your faherly careand providence, for our defence and 
protetion. As likewiſe to pray God from the intimate 
and ſincere deſires of our hearts, for the conſervation and 
proſperity of your ſacred perſdn, the yexce and greatnefſe 
ef your tata, theglory of your Crowne and name, and 
tho happy and good ſucceſſe of all your magnanimeus cn- 
; izes, 2nd to cxhortand inftigatcall your Subicas, 
. which arc of the ſame profeſſion with us, freely ro ſpend 
theis lives, and ſpill their bloud for the ſervice of your 
Maj. upon all oceafions. Torhis end,we coms to.requeſt 
your Maj.to.afſure your ſclfethat they all liave a Cordiall 
devorion, and entyre reſolution tothis effec. 

Bur,O Soreraigne,as.your goodneſle & clemency doth 
excite 8 ſtrengthen.in us theſe good intentions, and mori- 
ons, { likewile doththe fame yeeld the boldneſſe rocgs. 
plain befare your gracious Maj. iti all profound humility, . 
that theſe good cfteRts of your Maj gracious 'pleaſure to» 
wards vs, are indivers places hindered and ſtayed by e&. 
vil oppoſitions. For notwithſtanding your Maj. hath by fo- 
lemne declarations from time to time canfirmed his. E. 


— FT 


hg 
* 


part of the ſame will utrerly be loſt in 8 moment, ibrthoſe 
arreſts givenin your Maj. owne Councell; "for the protii< 


biting of Minifters to preach in places remote from thele . 


owne habitations and abode, be put in execution. 


Iathe yeare 1523. we were forbidden by your Maieſty: - 
from thenceforward to receiveany Minifters that were ' . 
| ranges borne. 'Vnto which we have withgreat reſpect - 


and ſubmiſſion willingly obeyed. Burt'now this prohibi. 


tion,as by your M2j. Commifſ>ries extended even tothoſe- 
places whichare within your Maj.ownproteRion. Which. 


tormecly hath nat beene ſo, and which unto us ſeemes a... 


yery ſtrange refraint ofour ancient liberties , and unto; 


thoſe Countries, ateſtimony of the diminution of your-: 
Maj. good will rewards them. "er 


But O Soveraigne, hereis rhat which is worſe,namecly. - 
that zotwichft:zading by your Maj.owne EdiQs, libcrtys- 


begranted unto us, to preach the doctrine of our beliefe, 
nevertheleſſe many of our Miniſters are cxtreamly' pros , 


| ſeeuted by Predters generall,in the Parliament of Toxlouſe 


and Bordeany , and cipecially for rhis cauſe, namely for ' 
preaching char which by your Maj. perraiſfion, and your ' 
predeceſſor before you, long fince,, hath bene preached” 
publikely in your Kingdomc. 

Neithcrare the Miniſters only thoſe that doe taſt of,& 
are expcrienced wirh rhe malice Aras to our Religion, bue 
all the reſt are equally ſenſible thereof. For fo far is it fra 
thence,thar any of our Religion is admitted vnte any cmi- 
ent charge within your Payliaments, thar the very meane. 
Prodtors arc quite rejected. Yeain the inferior places, tha * 
very Sergcars are repulſed. Inthe Vniverſtics the Digni- 
ty & title ofa DF, is refuſed, be it cither tothoſe that defire 
re proceed in Phyſick or other profeſiiog, In your comon 

vane 2 and. + Cites, 


Churches, i theuſc of the benefits of y6nr Bdifs,agreadey || 


. 
ene rs re rn Oar ae 


- 


®*#Gitiesand Townes, freedome is-denyed utito them inthe 
;- meaneſt and pooreſt Mechanich Trades. Notwithftanding 
+ that your Mij, Edidts intheſe things, afford all your ſub- 
- jeQs an cquall condition... _ | 
As for the liberty which it hath pleaſed your Majeſty 
reuſe towards us a long time, and the continuation of the 
which, we ache hoped for, and eſpecially we cx- 


 petedas much at Caftres , as alfo verified to us by many 

grants which have ſo fayourably accompanied yaur Maj. 
: mercifull gracc towards us; there have many-yeares paſ(- 
:. ſed inthe which we have feene no effetsarall ef the ſame... 
” Thus is the teſtimony of your Mij. gracious favour and 
>: good willtoward, cut off and obſcured. And ſo pre- 
- ſently weare deprived of that juſt and reaſonable recom- 
" pence, which was granted unto u5(by your Jate Father of 

glgrious and immortal] memory). tor the tythes which - 
we doe pay unto the Clergy. ee GS 
And whereas our Syzoas are ſo conducent and profita- 
ble for our ſubſiſtence,and notwithſtanding theſame,be ſo 
opcnly tolerated by your Majcſties owne EdiQts,. nevet-- 
thelefle,, we doe meet withabundance of oppoſition and 
contradiction, The Lords, the Governonrs of your Prc-- 
vinces, eyther refuſing, or otherwiſe delaying the nomi- 
nation of the Commillaries,. . 

. As for that Sy»ed Naironall which now by your Gra- 
cious pernuſfion wearc aſſembled ar, giveus Icavero tell 
yau, .O Sovcraigne, that aftcr-wee had waitcd 5. yeares, 
the ſame was interdited and prohibited to. M. Beſnage_, 
M, Bouterove, and Ber ault, who were deputed. and therc- 
unto, and who ſhauld neyther have voyce nox agreement 
there, but anely-tor your Maj. ſervice. Laſtly,*(-which 
indeed we eanner, ſpeake or expreſſe withou feare and . 
trembligg,g which we hope will move your compaſſion) 

WT OT | your 


Tachove 2-huadred Proteſtans arthis day; retaining in 


other flaveries, are keptif\'that miſerable, ig. 
nominious, and wofull fuſfering. Olamenaable miſhap , 
which returnes us backe to the wonnds and ſuffering, tor 
the cauſc of our Profeſſion, and which will not yeeldun- 
ro.our poſterity: the juſt cauſe- of atknowledging theſe 
royall yertues.in your Maj.but will diminiſh the fplendor 
of the glory of your Maj. clemency. | 
- Wherefore (deare Soveraigne)wedoe muſthumbly in- 
treat and fapplicate your Maj. by the Authority which 
your Lawes oughtro have amongſtallyour Subjetts, by 
rhe conſtancy and firmeneſſe of your Royall-word,by the 
ity and Tuſtice which hath procured youaritle more 
glorious thanthat of Mexender, or Ceſar , by the Debs- 
warith-ind meekneſſe, which is as it were naturall ro your 
Ndaj. and in the which are ingravenall thegoo4 aQions of 
Princes; by your liberality'; a vertue ſo worthy ofa grear 
King and by rhetendernefle ef your compaſſions,in the 
which humaine Nature dothapproach unto-Divine, more 
than in'any thing, that you would be' pleaſed for the re- 
ſtauration of the poore difperſed Churches, to regrant the 
ancicnt vigour unto your Edidts, to revoke the ftayes and 
obſtacles. ant! arreſts, which teare and rent them inpieces; 
To'perrtiit that we may Tecerve into our Mimftery, thoſe 
whoarc burnein the Soveraignties and Common-weales- 
of your /Mzj;proreion; to cauſeall proſecutions of your 
Prod&ors.genetall toceaſc againſt us, andtoimpoſle fitence 
uponthem, to opey'againo unto us theeritrance inro our, 
Trxdeband fandtions/ Andif fo far wemay finde grace in 
chet.Te of your Maj'ro grant unto us (in publike charges 
and dignities): alſignationsand-affurance' tor whar 1s paſt, 
and'brder for the time to — caſe by your authority, 
-3 


the ſtay and detainement of our Syed, Provineionall,and | 
diolonal, w0 reſtore vato thoſe _ mention _— | 
ace which their Deputationgave , © give 
and command, ar, cha _ and ſhackles of theſe gai- 
ferable Caitiffes which in Fd long ſpace haue had no com-. 
fort or hope heretofore, but onely in the very thought and 
meditation of your Majeftics clemency.. And if ur that 
pleaſe yaur Maj. ro recgive our moſt humble requeſt, and. 
grant them, and give vs theaſſurance of the fame, by cau- 
ling favourably and promptly anſwer to be given by the 
Lords of your Councc!l, to the end that with great Con-; 
rentment wee may carry backe with vs fatisfaGtionto all 
thoſe who have ſent vs, and may diſperſe the Toy thereof. 
into all the Provinces of your Majcfties Kingdome : Bee, 
fides the acclamation of ſo many thouſands which. expe 
ſogoed tydings,and the delight which will rexorne backe.. 
eo your Majcſties owne heart. For having imitated God. 
himſelfe, who delights in the cxerciſe of Iuſtice and Mere. 
- whomſoecver hee is pleaſed to retaine; your M;jcſt. 
all receive for recompence, the abundant benediQuons 
from Heaven, which wee will draw downe vpon your: -. 
head by our ardent vowes; and affiduall prayers. For 2s 
*>Goncerning the Aﬀedion which wee ought to have vato 
> Majeſtics ſervice, alrbough-indeed by your Benefi- 
cence, you might augment and redouble our Obligations, 
yet wee dare boldly and hnmbly proteſt, that the ſame is 
come to thar point. (O Soveraigne) that henceforward it 
is almoſt impoſſible that the ſame ſhould be increaſed, 
And although hererofore wee. have not in obedicnee. 
beene inferiour to the beft of your Majeſties Subiedts, yet 
in time to come wee will ſarpaſſe and abound more and 
more, to whichend wee will addeall our cndevours. 


This 
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| Bo hadro declare varoyour Sacred Myr | 


' 
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: 


The Anſwer of his Majeſty ynto the former | 


Haxe heard and n—_—_ all that go have ſayd, You 
may fully aſſure your ſelves that I will mainteine_ you in 
Edilts. Give me your Demonſtration, and 1 will ſee. 
it iu my Connell, Y II | 


Here folloyes a Letter of his Majeſty, written 
ES and ſent te the Synod. | 


By the King. f 


Deare and welbcloved. 


LWAVY Ee have ſeene by your Letter datad the third of this 
. VV. Moneth, and wnderfloodby the month of our Deputies, 
and the relation which they have preſented to Vs concerning © 
the affaires of your preſent Synod, Conmvecated by our permiſii- 
on inthat Place called Charenton. And becauſe Wee have 
wade your Deputies partly acquainted with our intention, and” 
dec more ROY charge Monfieur Galland with the ſame, 
wee will not be tedious or prefize at this preſent. Onely thus 
much, that I defire you to put 4 full truſt and confidence in what 
ſoever the ſaid Monſieur Galland ſpall ſay vato you in Own bs. 
halfe. Aſſuring you mercover, that ance have very good ſa- 
| sfaction 
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pm you whenſoever _ x naps 9 Ry 


Given at MonQaun, the 21. of - 1631- 
| Signed, Lo WIS. 


Lower, ' PuzLzPLAYX, 
And titled abone thus, 
'To our. ders and and welbeloved, the Deputies s of theNs: 


ted of tbo thoſe ogr. Subics which make 
mr Ic of the Religion, pretended the refor- 
wed Religion, aſſembled & Our FOE at 
Charemon.. oY 


